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June 30, 1905 1308 

Decision of the Solicitor of the Treasury that consular officers have 
authority to withhold bill of health if national quarantine laws are 
not complied with. 

Department of Justice, 
Office of the Solicitor of the Treasury, 

Washington, D. C, May £7, 1905. 

Sir: Surg. A. H. Glennan, Acting Surgeon-General, Marine Hos- 
pital Service, desires to be informed whether, under the circumstances 
stated in the correspondence submitted by him to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and by him referred to this office, the master, agent, or 
owner of a vessel refusing to ear^ out the provisions of the United 
States quarantine laws and regulations, a consular officer would be 
justified in refusing a bill of health. 

It appears from the correspondence that large numbers of emigrants 
embarking at Bremen, Germany, for this country are frequently pre- 
sented for examination just prior to the sailing of the vessel, so that 
the proper inspection of the passengers and the necessary disinfection 
of the baggage is impossible. 

Section 2 of the act of February 15, 1893, provides: 

That any vessel at any foreign port clearing for any port or place in the United 
States shall be required to obtain from the consul, vice-consul, or other consular 
officer of the United States at the port of departure, or from the medical officer 
where such officer has been detailed by the President for that purpose, a bill of 
health, in duplicate, in the form prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, setting 
forth the sanitary history and condition of said vessel, and that it has in all respects 
complied with the rules and regulations in such cases prescribed for securing the best 
sanitary condition of the said vessel, its cargo, passengers, and crew; and said consular 
officer or medical officer is required, before granting such duplicate bill of health, to 
be satisfied that the matters and things therein stated are true. 

Paragraph 5 of the Quarantine Laws and Regulations, made pur- 
suant to the statute, provides: 

The officer issuing the bill of health shall satisfy himself, by inspection, if necessary, 
that the conditions certified to therein are true, and is authorized, in accordance with 
the law, to withhold the bill of health or the supplemental bill of health until he is 
satisfied that the vessel, the passengers, the crew, and the cargo have complied with 
all the quarantine laws and regulations of the United States. 

I am satisfied that the United States consular officer of that port 
would not only have the power to withhold a bill of health, but, under 
the circumstances mentioned in the correspondence, it would clearly 
be his duty to do so. 
The papers submitted are herewith returned. 
Respectfully, 

Maurice D. O'Connell, 

Solicitor. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 

Confen^ence of the Kansas State board of health with county and munic- 
ipal health officers. 

The second annual conference of the State board of health of Kansas 
with county and municipal health officers will be held in the state 
house at Topeka June 27, 1905. 

The programme will include a report on legislation; on the new 
State laboratory; on disinfection; on modern sanitation — (a) municipal 



